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Dillon’s ability to utilize his specialized 
mobility equipment to walk around the school 
brings him great joy and independence. 
 Brandon and Kat Pendergraft

The Joseph Sams School is a nonprofit organization dedicated to the education and 
life skills development of children and young adults who are intellectually, physically, 
or developmentally challenged. 

The Joseph Sams School opens up a world of possibilities for our students and their 
families as they embark upon their educational journey.  It’s the collaboration between 
parents, students, staff, and volunteers that make what we do at JSS extraordinary.
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Tomorrow is the first blank page of a 
365 page book.  Write a good one!  
 -Brad Paisley
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Only those who will risk going too far can possibly find 

out how far one can go.  T.S. Eliot
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Next Chapter
W H A T  I S  O U R ?

Well, the pandemic is finally over, or so we have been told.  All of us have been so focused on COVID over the past 
two plus years – staying healthy, helping others stay healthy, dealing with COVID after getting it, and managing all the 
restrictions and disruptions – that it can be hard to figure out what’s next.  Where do we now turn our focus?  

The Joseph Sams School is no different.  The entire JSS community has done a phenomenal job the past two years 
serving our special students during the pandemic.  The administration, teachers and other staff have truly been 
remarkable.  Their commitment to continuing to provide the best learning environment and opportunities for our 
students while managing all the COVID restrictions and disruptions was a breathtaking achievement.  And the financial 
and other support from the greater JSS family has been unwavering.  On behalf of the JSS Board of Directors, thank you 
all for all you have done to support JSS and the students!

But now what?  JSS can’t tread water forever.  What do we do now?  What will the next JSS chapter look like?  How can 
we continue to meet the ever growing and changing needs of our students and community?  How do we provide the 
best physical learning environment for an ever growing number of special kids?  As technology continues to evolve at a 
rapid pace, how can JSS provide a better and more technologically advanced learning environment?  How can we better 
prepare our students for a productive and meaningful role in a society that is dramatically changing.  What new skills 
will they need, and how will JSS help them develop those new skills?  Where are the gaps between what JSS currently 
provides and the needs that are not being met?   For example, how can we help our students after they graduate given 
the dearth of JSS quality learning and development programs in the communities?  

These are all important questions as JSS embarks on writing its next chapter.  And finding the answers and then making 
them happen will be challenging.  But standing pat is not an option.  Doing things the way we always have is not the 
answer.  Benjamin Franklin said “when you’re finished changing, you’re finished.”  Oprah Winfrey put it this way, “we can’t 
become what we need to be by remaining what we are.”  If we want JSS to continue to be the source of hope, inspiration, 
and possibilities it has always been to the students and their families, we cannot stand in place.  Our students deserve 
more.  Our communities need more.  

So let’s write the next chapter – a new chapter – together.  A chapter that focuses on the possibilities, not the obstacles.  
A chapter that asks how high can we set the bar, not what bar can we comfortably reach.  As a parent of a JSS graduate, 
I believe I speak for the parents of all of our students – setting the bar higher is why we came to the school in the first 
place!  As the famous writer T.S. Eliot put it, “only those who will risk going too far can possibly find out how far one can 
go.”  Let’s find out how far JSS can go!

Wayne Hillis | Board President  | December 2022

05

Nearly everyday, Taylor walks into school with an 
interesting smirk on her face or a silly laugh. She is 

excited to come to school. She is excited to hear the 
morning greetings from teachers, friends, and speech 
therapists. We have found our sense of community at 

JSS. The Joseph Sams School has provided the social 
connectedness, support, and sense of belonging that 

Taylor has needed to thrive. Daily, Taylor is gaining 
confidence and discovering the power in her voice. 

Linda Tatum 
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Sources of Funding

Interest/Dividend Earnings

Areas of Spending

Diagnoses

Ethnicity

78% Program Services 

18% Management & General  
4%  Fundraising  

53% Autism Spectrum Disorder
15% Down syndrome
11% Developmental Delays

11% Other Chromosome/Genetic Disorder
8% Cerebral Palsy
2% Medically Fragile

Age

44%

9

Tuition/Fees
39%

12

7%

16

6%

19

4%

7

2

Fundraising
Community Support
Grants/Foundation Support

Primary
Elementary
Upper School

Collaborative - Autism
Joey’s Club

&Facts Figures

23% 45% 24% 8%

Birth - 5 12-17 18-226-11

56%

5%

34%

2%
3%

CaucasianAfrican 
American

Multi-Racial
Asian

Hispanic

Enrollment by NumberSStudents by County
33%

17%

16%

16%

10%

2%

2%

2%

2%

Fayette
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PreschoolCoweta 
Clayton

Fulton
Henry
Douglas
Spalding
Meriwether
Troup

Prom
The JSS Prom is a night where our ATLAS, Upper 
School students, and alumni get to shine! The 
evening is filled with music, dancing, laughter, 
and quality time spent having fun! The DJ keeps 
the tunes flowing, and our students get a chance 
to dress up to enjoy a memorable evening!
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Camping Trip 
Each year, the students in ATLAS 
(Adult Transitional Living and 
Support), Upper School, and JSS 
alumni have the opportunity to 
attend a 3-day overnight camping 
trip at Camp Twin Lakes. Thanks 
to adaptive equipment, all students 
can participate in a variety of camp 
activities, such as zip lining, rock 
wall climbing, fishing and mini golf. 
Memories are made, and bonds are 
built during the camping trip!

Programs Highlight



Programs Highlight continued

Snack Shack
The JSS Snack Shack is a student-run 
business that works on prevocational skills 
in a functional environment. Upper School 
students take inventory of the items, restock 
the shelves, shop for new items, count money, 
create and deliver invoices, and go to the bank. 
The students are able to incorporate a variety 
of different skills, such as communication, 
academic, vocational, fine motor, and social. 

Elementary Fundraiser
Ms. Carly’s Elementary class chose to 
do a “Spooky T-shirt fundraiser” for the 
Halloween season to raise money for 
a fun Christmas outing this December! 
The students were able to help with 
almost every step of the process, 
including making the t-shirts. They 
had the opportunity to work on several 
pre-vocational skills, such as taking 
orders, making invoices, collecting, 
and counting money, working to earn 
money for something they want, and 
delivering orders. The students and 
staff enjoy these project-based learning 
opportunities to help the students 
continue to learn both inside and outside 
of the classroom!
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Bake Shop 
The ATLAS Bake Shop—a weekly favorite for staff and students! A great deal of planning and work 
goes into operating this student-run business. Students work together as a team and have ownership 
of individual jobs. They begin by creating and distributing a flyer to advertise the weekly baked good. 
The students make shopping lists, buy the ingredients needed, and take orders by visiting classrooms 
and offices. After baking and preparing, students deliver the baked goods and collect the payments. 
Through this opportunity, students develop and enhance crucial life skills that will help them upon 
graduating from The Joseph Sams School. 

Primary and Lower Collaborative 
Cooking Activity 
Each week, the Primary classes and the Lower 
Collaborative class come together to do a cooking activity 
from our school-wide curriculum. The cooking activities pair 
with a current event and provide our classes an opportunity 
to collaborate while providing high-quality, engaging 
lessons that work on many skills. 

Vanessa has shown so much 
progress because of the 

wonderful staff at JSS.
Ann Guider  

09



10

Janiyah Zook

Janiyah began school at the age of three, being nurtured by some great 
teachers. We saw her grow, but each year we also learned more of what Janiyah 
was NOT able to do. However, when we came to The Joseph Sams School, we 
found a place that has taken us into a chapter of reframing our thinking and 
discovering the vastness of what Janiyah IS able to do. From the application 
and the initial IEP meetings, we were impressed as to how intentional the staff 
is in their efforts to understand Janiyah and our goals for her. Their insight and 
experience then guided us to think further than we realized was possible for her. 

Janiyah’s speech has always been limited, so we came to JSS with a newly 
received AAC device for assistance in communication. We wanted her to 
learn to use her AAC device to communicate her needs and wants. The staff, 
however, had the vision of how important it was for Janiyah to use her device 
to interact socially. Today, she not only interacts socially with her device, but 
she also uses it along with her spoken words to tell us about her friends, 
the highlights of her day and to say funny things to make us laugh. Janiyah’s 
impulsivity, along with her tendency for sensory overload and dysregulation 
was often the deciding factor for our family to do certain activities or routines. 
The regular Community Based Instruction (CBI) outings at JSS, however, have 
helped her to not only cope with shopping trips, but for outings to be enjoyable. 
Her skills learned in the kitchen at school have not only made her able to be in 
the kitchen at home, but to be a significant contributor- voluntarily helping with 
dinner cleanup, making coffee, and preparing lunches for school. Her overall 
confidence has grown, and our perspective on her potential has changed in 
the loving environment at Joseph Sams where she is a part of a family, not just 
a student at school. Before The Joseph Sams School, we were uncertain and 
often discouraged by her future years. With the help of JSS, however, the next 
chapters of her story have been rewritten and we are forever grateful.

-Missy & Phillip Zook

Student  Spotlight

Her overall confidence has grown, and 
our perspective on her potential has 

changed in the loving environment at 
Joseph Sams where she is a part of a 

family, not just a student at school.
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Foundation Support
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General Operating

Technology for the classrooms

Scholarship

Life Skills Program

Clothes Less Traveled
$28,000

Coweta-Fayette EMC
$25,000

Pennies From Heaven
$15,000

The Oleta and Jimmy Collins Family Fund
$12,000

Sue Ekkebus Family Fund
$5,000

Cisco Foundation Matching Gift Program
$23,000

Frances Wood Wilson Foundation
$10,000

William and Sara Babb Smith Foundation
$20,000

Fayette Civitan Club
$6,000

The Oleta and Jimmy Collins Family Fund
$5,000

Bennett Thrasher Foundation
$6,000

Fair Family Fund
$2,500

Lehigh Hanson - Fairburn Ready Mix
$2,500

The Oleta and Jimmy Collins Family Fund
$12,000

Creel Family Fund
$5,000

Ida Alice Ryan Charitable Trust
$15,000

Henry County students

Future Building Needs
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Every donation you make to The Joseph 
Sams School makes an impact on students 
and their families.  Like most non-profit 
organizations, we rely heavily on the generous 
philanthropic support of corporations, 
foundations, and community gifts from 
both businesses and individuals, as well as 
fundraising through events. All these areas 
have been challenged by recent economic 
pressures and the recovery post-pandemic 
but thanks to the school’s judicious use of 
its financial resources, we remain healthy. To 
grow our reach and capabilities in the future, 
and therefore help more, we must grow our 
share in all these potential areas so that we 
may look forward with hopeful optimism.

Our annual event plan appeals to a broad 
range of audiences and participants to raise 
money and awareness for The Joseph Sams 
School. Our events include a 5K race, a 
Sporting Clay Tournament, a casual musical 
event we call Southern Flair and our largest 
and longest-running event the invitation-only, 
Dinner Dance and Auction. Other ancillary 
events throughout the years are hosted 
by community members, businesses, civic 
groups, organizations, and individuals that 
also raise funds for The Joseph Sams School.

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support your favorite charitable organization 
every time you shop, at no cost to you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact 
same low prices, vast selection, and convenient shopping experience as Amazon. com, with the added 
bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase price to The Joseph Sams School! When 
signing up, make sure to select The Joseph Sams School as your charity of choice and shop away!

Fundraising at JSS



16 32

106 10

The average day at The Joseph Sams School involves:
pieces of standing  
& walking equipment

group therapy sessions 

speech devices for facilitating 
verbal and non-verbal 
communication

Specialty visitors

Wish List
cost per year to operate the school

student to staff ratio 

$2,500,000
2.58
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$25,000
Could purchase: 
+   Interactive whiteboards for all 

classrooms
+   Playground surfacing

$15,000 
Could purchase: 
+   Building/Facility and technology enhancements 
+   Touchscreen classroom computers
+   Unique Learning System curriculum

$10,000 
Could purchase: 
+    Adaptive playground equipment 
+   iPads for classrooms

$5,000 
Could purchase: 
+  Supplies for Sensory Lending Library 
+   Gasoline for a year for the JSS bus 
+   Mobility equipment parts & accessories

$2,500
Could purchase: 
+   AbleSpace: IEP goal-tracking app 
+   Adaptive cognitive toys

$1,000
Could purchase: 
+  Augmentative and alternative speech devices 
+   Art supplies 
+   Music therapy supplies

$500 
Could purchase: 
+  Adaptive living supplies 
+   Adaptive technology devices & components

$100 
Could purchase: 
+   PECS Supplies (Picture Exchange Communication System) 
+   Communication and instructional apps for iPad

Please consider providing a financial gift toward the purchase of these much 
needed materials or making a general donation to support the necessary operating 
costs of The Joseph Sams School.
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2022 APOGEE SCHOLARSHIP DONORS

Did you know you can choose where your tax dollars go?
It is your choice. You can send your money to the State at the tax deadline, 
or you can move your money into this scholarship fund to help The Joseph 
Sams School children reach their fullest potential. It is just that simple…

It is exceedingly rare that you have the opportunity to give without having 
to donate any of your own money.  The Georgia Educational Tax Credit 
makes this possible! Georgia’s independent school tax credit scholarship 
program allows you to tell the state how you want a portion of your tax 
dollars spent.  It costs you nothing, but it has a significant impact on our 
students. It ensures that families can access therapies and services that they 
so desperately need. This program offers a unique opportunity for you or 
your company to redirect your tax dollars to provide tuition assistance to JSS 
students.

JSS partners with the Apogee Scholarship Fund, a Georgia registered SSO 
(Student Scholarship Organization) administering the tax credit program.

Go to www.apogee123.org and select the “go paperless” link.

Apogee Scholarship

Dave and Paula Goodman

Michael and Caylor Harbin

Wayne and Kay Hillis

Albert and Asden Johnson

Chad and Krista Massey 

Julie Matulia

Kevin and Anne Miller

Brock and Whitney Morman

Matthew and Jennifer Morman

Jon and Amy Murray

Luke and Ellen Nichol

Dallas and Ashley Olson

Brandon and Katherine Pendergraft

Todd and Kellie Reed

Jim and Marie Sams

Jim and Ashley Sams

Dave and Anne Sapp

Zane and Lori Scarborough

Ralph Small

John and Lisa Sower

Jonathan and Erin Strack

Jane and John Waters

Jon and Alison Williamson

David and Cynthia Winkle

Strack, Inc.My child is no longer an 
afterthought; she is now the 

focus with caring intention and 
love and purpose.” 

Joanna Enck 
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Circle of Hope Donors 2022
Mr. & Mrs. Rod Attaway
Mr. & Mrs. Burt Bailey
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Barnett
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Barnett
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Basille
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Beaumont
Mr. & Mrs. Phillip Binkow
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Burns
Mr. & Mrs. Stewart Carden
Mr. & Mrs. Regis Carr
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Chuhran
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Chustz
Mr. Ted Colbert
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Cole
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Cooley
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Coppolino
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Coppolino
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Crofton
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Crofton
Mr. Michael Crofton
Mr. & Mrs. Brent Curtis
Mr. & Mrs. Rich Cutter
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Dixon
Dr. & Mrs. Trevor Feinstein
Mr. & Mrs. Danny Ferrell
First Georgia Physician Group, LLC
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Frank
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Free
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Gallacher
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Galloway
Mr. & Mrs. Delano Gamble
Ms. Nancy Jaworski & George  
Von Walthausen
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Goodman

Scholarship Giving Societies
Although scholarship donations are made at various times throughout the year, The Circle of Hope members continue to 
provide the bulk of our needs-based scholarship donations. The Circle of Hope is a Giving Society that the organization 
created in 2008 to help ensure funding was available to award scholarships to students whose families qualified for 
needs-based financial assistance with their annual tuition. 

To qualify for The Circle of Hope, members give $1000 or more in a cash donation during the year. Friends of the Circle 
of Hope are those who are donors who give less than $1000 a year. These two giving societies combined have provided 
more than $1.8 million in scholarship funding and more than four hundred twenty scholarships to JSS students and 
families since its inception. Our 2021-2022 Circle of Hope members have grown to an extraordinary group of benefactors 
and their contributions are met with the utmost appreciation and admiration.

Dr. & Mrs. David Goodman
Mr. & Mrs. Bradley Gosdin
Dr. Sally Goza
Ms. Dorothy Grayson
Mr. & Mrs. John Greer
Mr. & Mrs. David Gulick
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Haase
Mr. & Mrs. Jeremy Hand
Mr. & Mrs. Mickey Harp
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Heick
Mr. & Mrs. Darren Heil
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Holt
Mr. Cameron Hudson
Ms. Jennifer Jackson
Mr. & Mrs. Rich Jadick
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Jeter
Ms. Nicole Kearney
Mr. & Mrs. Keith Keroack
Drs. Joseph Galitzin & Zia Khan
Mr. & Mrs. Aaron Knight
Mrs. Alice Mallory
Mr. & Mrs.  Chad Massey
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Mathison
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Meagher
Ms. Suzanne Memmer
Mr. John Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Jay Moore
Mr. & Mrs. Brock Morman
Dr. Christiana Muntzel
Mr. & Mrs. Jon Murray
Dr. & Mrs. Ahmed Nassar
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff New
Mr. & Mrs. Luke Nichol

Mr. & Mrs. Randy Olmsted
Mr. & Mrs. Dallas Olson
Mr. & Mrs. Rod Owen
Ms. Carmen Patriarca
Peachtree Pediatric Dentistry
Mr. & Mrs. Dale Pearson
Dr. & Mrs. Charles Pettus
Ms. Lilibird Pichardo
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Pollard
Ms. Tequila Pryor
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Purcer
Drs. Rod & Tina Robinson
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Robinson
Mr. & Mrs. Jason Rogers
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Rozeman
Mr. & Mrs. Fletch Sams
Dr. & Mrs. Jim Sams
Mr. & Mrs. Fletcher Sams
Dr. & Mrs. James Sandwich
Mr. & Mrs. Dave Sapp
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Saracino
Mr. & Mrs. Brent Scarbrough
SRC Ventures
Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan Strack
Mr. & Mrs. Tommy Suggs
Mr. & Mrs. Greg Taylor
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Tibbetts
Mrs. Alice Todd
Mr. & Mrs. Todd Vaughan
Dr. & Mrs. Christopher Walsh
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Ward
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Wehr
Mr. & Mrs. Ed Worrell

Circle of Hope



Donors
$100 to $499
Mr. & Mrs. John Abbott 
Abbvie Employee Engagement Fund 
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Alford
Ms. Vicki Allen 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Benjamin Allred
Amazon Smile Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Anderson
Ms. Crystal Anderson
Mr. William Anderson
Ms. Sue Arnall
Ms. Laura Atwater 
Mr. & Mrs. Garrett Bailey
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Bailey 
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Balchin 
Mr. & Mrs. Jason Banks
Mr. Kane Barnes
Mr. & Mrs. Chip Beard
Mr. & Mrs. Rene Bidez
Ms. Lindsey Binkow
Mr. Joe Binns
Mr. & Mrs. Justin Bishop
Mrs. Linda Blanchard
Mr. Brad Bonion
Mr. Rusty Bowman
Mr. & Mrs. Vince Brady
Mr. & Mrs. J. H.  Brannon
Mr. Mack Brice
Mr. & Mrs. Corey Brooks
Ms. Samantha Brooks
Ms. Kaye Brumbelow
Mr. William Brundage
Mr. & Mrs. William Bryan
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Bundrage
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Byard
Mr. & Mrs. Clint Byars
Mr. Bobby Caldwell
Ms. Judith Calhoun
Mr. & Mrs. Kyle Calhoun
Mr. & Mrs. Derek Campbell
Mr. Ryan Cannon
Mr. Danny Carden
Mr. & Mrs. Stewart Carden
Carr, Riggs & Ingram
Greg & Esther Goss
Mr. & Mrs. Herbert Carson
Ms. Marlo Carter
Ms. Martha Cates
Mr. Timothy Channell
Ms. Deborah Clark 
Mr. Ted Colbert
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Cole
Computershare, Inc

Mr. & Mrs. Gil Cook
Ms. Shay Coombs
Mr. Brian Cooper
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Cusumano
Ms. Whitney Cutler
Mr. & Mrs. Lee Danner
Mr. & Mrs. Bo Davis
Ms. Donna Davis
Mr. & Mrs. Josh Davis
Ms. Sylvia Davis
Mr. & Mrs. Chad Denney
Mrs. Collen DeOliveira
Ms. Christy Diaz
Mr. & Mrs. Reagan Drake
Mr. Gary Duke
Ms. Brenda Dumas
Ms. Shannon Dycus
Ms. Melissa Ellington
Ennis Exterminating
Mr. Brian Estapa
Mr. Cody Etheridge
Ms. Brandon Fendall
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Finley
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Flammini
Flat Creek Ladies Golf Association 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Foley
Ms. Janice Folsom
Mr. & Mrs. Trent Foster
Mr. & Mrs. Stacy Freeman
Mr. & Mrs. Brain Gagne
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Galloway
Mr. & Mrs. Delano Gamble
Garney Construction
Mr. & Mrs. William Georgia
Georgia Storm Properties LLC
Mr. Michael Gillam
Mr. & Mrs. Rhett Gilmore
Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan Goodman
Ms. Jenny Gray
Mr. John Greer
Mr. Jethro Gregory 
Ms Allyson Griffies
Mr. & Mrs. Bret Grund
Mr. & Mrs. Jeremy Hand
Mr. & Dr. Reid Hankley
Mr. Brett Hansen
Mr. Marty Harbin
Mr. Will Hardy
Mr. & Mrs. Brandon Harp 
Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Harris 
Mr. & Mrs. Rudjard Hayes 

Mr. & Mrs. Darren Heil 
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Holloway
Ms. Janelle Holton 
Mr. & Mrs. Herb Hurst
Ms. Beth Hutcheson
Mr. & Mrs. James Jackson 
Mr. & Mrs. Matt Jackson 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Jags 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Jammes
JDC Homes LLC  
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Jeffers 
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Justice 
Ms. Heather Karrh 
Ms. Nicole Kearney
Mr. & Mrs. Wain Kellum
Mr. Cody Kemp
Mr. & Mrs. Jere Key
Ms. Jessica Kilgallen
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Kleppinger
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Koehl
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Langford
Ms. Megan Langford
Mr. & Mrs. Trey Lanier
Mr. & Mrs. Christian Lauter
Ms. Lena Lawson
Mr. Travis Legg
Ms. Melanie Lewis 
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Lewis
Mr. & Mrs. Desiree Lilly
Ms. Steffanie Magnus
Ms. Jaime Marie
Mr. James May
Mr. M. Orell McEachern
Mr. Eden McElwaney
Mr. & Mrs. Robert McIntire
Mrs. Carol McLain 
Mr. Dustin McNally
Mr. & Mrs. Brain Meissen
Ms. Jackie Melton
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Metarko
Mr. James Mikell
Mr. John Miles
Ms. Amy Mille
Ms. Jacqueline Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Ray Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan Montoya
Ms. Barbara Moon 
Mr. & Mrs. Jay Moore
Mr. & Mrs. Minta Mueller 
Mr. & Mrs. Matt Mullen
Ms. Erica Musgrove
Ms. Loren Musgrove
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This list is only representative of our fiscal year, and is only reflective of cash donations received from July 1, 2021 to June 30, 2022.

Dr. & Mr. Nicole Sroka & Jason 
Maveragames
Mr. & Mrs. Brad Niksa
Mr. Terrell O’Rear 
Ms. Sabrina Ortman
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Otero 
Mr. & Mrs. Mitchell Owens
Mr. & Mrs. Allen Parker
Mr. Dennis Patrylo 
Mr. & Mrs. Hiram Patterson
Mr. Brent Payne
Mr. & Mrs. Dale Pearson 
Mrs. Pam Pendergraft
Ms. Gail Perdue
Mr. Kenneth Perkins
Dr. Dennis Perrott 
Mr. & Mrs. Craig Pettis
Mr. & Mrs. David Phillips
Mr. Adam Pollock
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Porter
Ms. Lucretia Portwine
Mr. Stephen Price 
Ms. Tequila Pryor 
PTC Therapeutic Massage
Publix
Mr. Bill Puckett
Ms. JoAnn Rawlings
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew & Lauren Rife
Mr. Michael Robinson
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Rogers
Mr. Arthur Salus
Dr. & Mrs. Ferrol Sams, III 
Ms. Dawn Scarbrough
Mr. & Mrs. Don Scarbrough
Ms. Courtney Schneider
Mr. & Mrs. Eddie Scott
Mr. & Mrs. Greg Simmons
Mr. Richard Slade
Mr. Benjamin Smith
Mr. Chad Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Garrett Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Lonnie Smith
Ms. Vickie Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Smoot
Southern Crescent Civitan Club 
Ms. Natalie Springfield
Mr. Nick Stanley

Mr. John Stephenson
Mr. & Mrs. Jeremy Stewart
Mr. & Mrs. Rod Stuckey
Mr. T.P. Swift
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Tedder
Mr. & Mrs. Kyle Thomas
Mr. Lance Thomas 
Ms. Reyna Trejo-Valdez
Mr. & Mrs. Al Tyre 
Ms. Krystal Van Eman 
Ms. Debra Walker 
Mr. & Mrs. Jordan Walker
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Ward
Mr. James Watkins 
Mr. & Mrs. Isaac Watts
Mr. Joseph Webb
Mr. Timothy Weed
Mr. David Westrick
Mr. & Mrs. Colie Whitaker 
Mr. & Mrs. Wayne White
Mr. Chris Wilbanks
Mr. Matt Wingate
Wings & Things
Mr. & Mrs. Luther Wolff
Drs. Clifton & Elaine Youngblood

$500 to $999
1st Source Bank 
Ameris Bank
Mr. & Mrs. Rod Attaway
Mr. & Mrs. Jay Ayers
Ms. Shannon Baughman
Bec-don, Inc. 
Ms. Angela Blank
Mr. & Mrs. B. Scott Boatright
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Boatwright
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Boone
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Carr
Mr. Richard Cassell
Chapman Drug Company, Inc. 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Chuhran
Mr. & Mrs. Matt Clements 
Coggins Construction
Cornerstone Commercial Mortgages
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Crofton
Custom Foam Fabricators 
Dennis Taylor & Company, Inc 
Mr. Ira Dickerson
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Dixon
Mr. & Mrs. Gordon Dixon
Equify Financial LLC
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Ferrell
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Fouts 
Georgia Bridge & Concrete, LLC 
Ms. Shannon Gerber 
Mr. Ben Gilleland 
Mr. Witt Graham 
Mr. Jeremy Hall 

Harbinger Marketing 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Hart
Hayes Pipe Supply, Inc.
Highway Materials Inc. 
Mr. & Mrs. William Holcomb
Ms Rita Hooper
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Hopkins
Ms. Deborah Hueter
Mr. & Mrs. H. Michael Immel
Mr. & Mrs. Adam Jackson
Mr. & Mrs. Rich Jadick
Mr. & Mrs. Oliver Johnson 
Knights of Columbus Charities of Georgia, Inc. 
Mr. & Mrs. Kelvin Kranz 
LaGrange Grocery Company, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. David Large
Ms. Paula McClendon
Mr. & Mrs. Randy McDonald
Mrs. Rita McElwaney
McGriff Insurance Services
Drs. Jayson & Lisa McMath
Mr. & Mrs. Blake Meadows
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Meissen 
Mses. Kim Chambers & Melissa Rossner
Mr. Jimmie Murray 
Ms. Lois Musgrove
Mr. & Mrs. Trey Ogle
Mr. & Mrs. Jason Pace
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Page
Ms. Carmen Patriarca 
Mr. Andrew Peterson
Ms. Lilibird Pichardo
Mr. & Mrs. Phillip Power
Precision Pipe
Mr. & Mrs. Charlie Prince
Mr. & Mrs. Kirk Quinn
Rogers, Hofrichter & Karrh, LLC
Ms. Catherine Sanderson
Ms. Melissa Sandford
Mr. Wayne Dykes  
Mr. Kirk Simonian 
Mr. & Mrs. Allen Thames
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Tiller
Trinty Air, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Turner 
United Bank 
Mr. & Mrs. Erik Waterman 
Mr. Thomas Watt
Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin Weaver
Dr. Kimberly Westermann
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($1,000 to $4,999)
Advanced Trenchless Solutions, LLC 
Allegiance Homes 
Anderson Environmental, Inc. 
Ms. Donna Arruda 
Ascendum Machinery
Mr. & Mrs. Josh Askew
Atlanta Paving & Concrete Construction, Inc.
Autrey’s Armory, Inc.
Mr. Carl Bailey
Mr. & Mrs. Brad Barnard
Mr. & Mrs. Brandon Barnard
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Barnett
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Barnett
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Basille
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Beaumont
Mr. & Mrs. Tim Bellury
Mr. & Mrs. William Bennett
Mr. & Mrs. Phillip Binkow 
Mr. & Mrs. Blalock 
Blalock Heating & Air
Blount Construction Company
Mr. & Mrs. David Boivin
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Bowman
Ms. Katrina Bradbury
Mr. Trey Bradbury
Brasfield & Gorrie
Brown, Nelms, & Company, P.C. 
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Burns
C W Matthews Contracting Co, Inc
C.S. Beatty Construction 
Brent Jones
Mr. & Mrs. Regis Carr
Mr. Andy Casanova
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Chapman
Charities Aid Foundation
Chatfield Contracting, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Cheely
Cherokee Pumping, Inc. 
Chestatee Industrial Contractor LLC 
Chick- fil-A
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Chustz
Mr. David Clark
Dr. & Mrs. Frank Cole
Mr. Kenneth Collins
Complete Sitework Services LLC 
Concrete Supply Company, Inc.
Container Technology, Inc. 
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Cooley
Cooper, Barnette & Page, Inc
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Coppolino
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Coppolino
Cowin Equipment Company, Inc.

Mr. & Mrs. William Craddock
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Cramer
Mr. & Mrs. Lance Crane 
Mr. Michael Crofton
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Crofton
Ms. Joy Cuomo
Dr. & Mrs. Alben Curtis
Mr. & Mrs. Brent Curtis
Mr. & Mrs. Rich Cutter
Mr. & Mrs. Dane Davenport
Mr. & Mrs. Randy Davidson
DearthGalat LLC
Derbend Asset Management 
Mr. John Dewberry
Mr. & Mrs. Morris Dodd
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Faulkner
Dr. & Mrs. Trevor Feinstein
Mr. & Mrs. Danny Ferrell
First Georgia Physician Group, LLC
First Peoples Bank Walker Curtis
First Presbyterian Church
Dr. & Mrs. Gordon Fleming
Flint Equipment Company
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Frank
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Fulmer
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Free
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Gant
Ms. Nancy Jaworski & George Von Walthausen
Georgia Specialty Constructors
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Giglio
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Goodman
Goodman Construction Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Bradley Gosdin
Mr. Zack Gradwell 
Ms. Dorothy Grayson
Mr. & Mrs. John Greer
Mr. & Mrs. David Gulick
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Haase
Mr. Steven Hale
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Harbin
Harp’s Farm Market, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Greg Harrell
Heath & Lineback Engineers, Inc. 
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Heick
Helix Group 
Mr. Daniel Hobson 

HSB
Mr. Cameron Hudson
Mr. & Mrs. Chuck Huey
Integrated Sciences 
Ms. Jennifer Jackson
Jason Mask & Company, Inc.
Jensen’s Concrete Pumping 
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Jeter
Mr. & Mrs. Albert Johnson
Dr. & Mrs. Doug Kallis
Kares 4 Kids Partners, Inc.
Kemp’s Dalton West Flooring 
Mr. & Mrs. Keith Keroack 
Drs. Joseph Galitzin & Zia Khan
Lawson, Beck & Sandlin LLC
Fairburn Ready Mix, Inc.  
Liberty Communities LLC
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Maguire
Dr. Charlotte Grayson & Marcal Lazenby
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Mathison
Ms. Julie Matulia
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew McCormick
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Meagher 
MEJA Construction, Inc. 
Metro Green Recycling, LLC
Mr. & Mrs. Brandon Miller
Mr. John Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Keith Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Morman
Dr. Christiana Muntzel
Mr. & Mrs. Jon Murray
Mr. George Murray
Dr. & Mrs. Ahmed Nassar
Mr. & Mrs. Troy Neal
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff New
Niskeytell LLC
North Georgia Concrete, Inc.
North Georgia Pipeline, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Randy Olmsted
Mr. & Mrs. Rod Owen
Peachtree Medical Center
Peachtree Pediatric Dentistry 
Mr. & Mrs. Brandon Pendergraft
Ms. Kaye Pendley
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Perry
Dr. &  Mrs. Charles Pettus 
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Pollard
Mr. Kris Pope
Precision Blasting. LLC 
Premier Site Improvements 
Progressive Heating, Air & Plumbling 
Mr. & Mrs. Lanny Rampley
RDJE, Inc 
Mr. & Mrs. Bryan Reese
Ms. Jessica Reichart
Mr. & Mrs. David Ritchie
Ritchie Bros Auctioneers, Inc
Drs. Rod & Tina Robinson

Donors
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Mr. & Mrs. Tom Meagher 
MEJA Construction, Inc. 
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Mr. John Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Keith Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Morman
Dr. Christiana Muntzel
Mr. & Mrs. Jon Murray
Mr. George Murray
Dr. & Mrs. Ahmed Nassar
Mr. & Mrs. Troy Neal
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff New
Niskeytell LLC
North Georgia Concrete, Inc.
North Georgia Pipeline, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Randy Olmsted
Mr. & Mrs. Rod Owen
Peachtree Medical Center
Peachtree Pediatric Dentistry 
Mr. & Mrs. Brandon Pendergraft
Ms. Kaye Pendley
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Perry
Dr. &  Mrs. Charles Pettus 
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Pollard
Mr. Kris Pope
Precision Blasting. LLC 
Premier Site Improvements 
Progressive Heating, Air & Plumbling 
Mr. & Mrs. Lanny Rampley
RDJE, Inc 
Mr. & Mrs. Bryan Reese
Ms. Jessica Reichart
Mr. & Mrs. David Ritchie
Ritchie Bros Auctioneers, Inc
Drs. Rod & Tina Robinson

Mr. & Mrs. Bob Rolader
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Rozeman 
Ruby Collins
Saint Christopher Outreach Ministry
Mr. & Mrs. Fletch Sams
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Sams
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Sandager
Mr. & Mrs. James Sandwich
Mr. & Mrs. Russell Sanford
Mr. & Mrs. Dave Sapp
Dr. & Mrs. Zane Scarborough
Mr. & Mrs. Franklin Scarbrough
Mr. & Mrs. Todd Scarbrough
Schnabel Engineering, LLC
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Shamrock
Simpson Trucking & Grading, Inc.
Site Mix
Dr. & Mrs. G. Anthony Slagel
Mr. Ralph Small
Dr. & Mrs. Harry Snapperman
Southtree Commercial Construction, LLC
Mr. & Mrs. John Sower

Mr. & Mrs. Mike Wehr
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Weitzel
Mr. & Mrs. John Wilker
Mr. & Mrs. Jon Williamson 
Mr. & Mrs. David Winkle
Mr. & Mrs. Ed Worrell
Wright’s Hydroseeding 
Mr. & Mrs. Theodore Zitelli

$5,000 to $9,999 
Aimee McBrier Realty, LLC
Dr. & Mrs. David Arnall
Mr. and Mrs. Burt Bailey
F.S. Scarbrough, LLC 
Mr. & Mrs. Derek Chapman
Fayette County Civitan Club
Mr. & Mrs. Mickey Harp
Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Hillis
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Holt
Drs. Aslam & Syeda Khan 
Mr. & Mrs. Aaron Knight
Mr. & Mrs. Chad Massey
Mr. & Mrs. C.J. Mowell
Peachtree Fayette Women’s Specialists, LLC
Mr. & Mrs. Keith Perry
Mr. & Mrs. DeVaughn Pettit
Piedmont Healthcare
Mr. & Mrs. Blair Pritchett
Reynolds-Warren Equipment
Mr. & Mrs. Jason Rogers
Mr. & Mrs. Fletcher Sams
SJ Collins Enterprises, LLC
Sue Ekkebus Family Foundation
The Creel Family Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Todd Vaughan

$10,000 and above
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Bragassa
Brent Scarbrough & Company, Inc. 
Cisco Foundation Matching Gift Program
Mr. & Mrs. Jimmy Collins
Coweta-Fayette EMC
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Ellis
Frances Wood Wilson Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Gallacher
Dr. & Mrs. David Goodman
Dr. Sally Goza
The Harbin Agency 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Jerrell
Dr. & Mrs. Dave Lee

It’s as if a light has 
come on in PJ, his 
facial expression, 

body language, and 
use of words has been 

amazing.  We are 
grateful for all of the 

efforts and dedication 
that each staff 

member has given to 
PJ and his peers.

 Jerome and Keisha Perrien 

21

Mrs. Alice Mallory
Ms. Suzanne Memmer
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Brock Morman 
Mr. & Mrs. Luke Nichol
Mr. & Mrs. Dallas Olson
Pennies from Heaven Foundation
Presley Electric Company 
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Purcer
Mr. & Mrs. Todd Reed
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Robinson
Dr. & Mrs. Jim Sams
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Saracino
Mr. & Mrs. Brent Scarbrough
SRC Ventures 
Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan Strack
Strack, Inc.
The Clothes Less Traveled
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Tibbetts
Mr. & Mrs. C. Ashley Turner
Mr. & Mrs. John Waters
William & Sara Babb Smith Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. George Willis, Jr.

Strickland & Son’s Pipeline
Mr. & Mrs. Tommy Suggs
Superior Distribution 
Mr. & Mrs. Greg Swayne
Synovus 
Tamara Bourne, Inc
Mr. & Mrs. Greg Taylor
The Erosion Company, Inc.
The Gennie Group 
Thompson Trucking Company, Inc.
Tidal Wave Auto Spa Fayetteville, LLC
Mrs. Alice Todd
Tractor & Equipment Company 
Truist
Tulsa Community Foundation
TW Brown Contracting, LLC  
Wade Law Offices
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Walker
Walker Concrete Company, LLC 
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Wallace
Dr. & Mrs. Christopher Walsh



Apogee Scholarship Fund
Atlanta Symphony Orchestra
Bloom Closet
Brightmoor Amphitheater
Challenge Air
Chick-fil-A Towne Center
Chick-fil-A Starr’s Mill
Clothes Less Traveled Thrift Shop
Community Corp of Peachtree City Rotary
Concordia Nursing and Rehabilitation 
Center
Exceptional Ops
Fayette County Chamber of Commerce
Fayette County Civitan Club
Fayette County Department of Exceptional 
Children’s Services
Fayette County Library
Fayette County Parks & Recreation – 
Special Olympics
Fayette County Sheriff’s Office
Fayetteville Environmental Educational 
Center
Fayetteville First Baptist Church
Fayette FACTOR
Fayetteville First United Methodist Church 
Fayetteville First United Methodist Church 
Women’s Group
Fayetteville Main Street
First Georgia Physician Group
Flat Creek Ladies Golf Association
FOCUS
Georgia Behavior Specialists
Goalpoint Behavior Group
Hands on Healing
One Church
Hope Memory Center
Interactive Children’s Therapy
Kare4Kids
Keller Williams Atlanta Partners-KW Cares
Kool Kidz
Kroger
Landmark Christian School 
Mellow Mushroom Peachtree City
Midwest Food Bank
Minuteman Press - Fayetteville
MOVE International
Nancy Jaworski, My Chef Nancy
Old Navy – Fayetteville

One Church
Parent to Parent of Georgia
Partner’s Pizza
Passion City Church
Peachtree City Library
Piedmont Fayette Hospital
Pinecrest Church
Play Me Again Pianos
Publix
Real Life Center
Rene Victor Bidez Photography
Rifton
Southern Crescent Civitan
Southside ABA
Southside Support 
Special Pops Tennis Academy
St. Christopher’s Outreach Ministry
Tidal Wave Auto Spa
The Book Bank Foundation
Tour de Italy
Truett’s Luau Chick-fil-A

Program & Office Volunteers
Morgan Blackmon
Lana Carr
Stephen Childress
Mary Ann Crofton
Beth Dolder
Charlie Feldt
Ruth Gellerstedt 
Aaron Johnson
Sarah Kalin
Stephanie Powell
Marie Sams

College and University Affiliations
Point University
Clayton State University
Georgia College and State University
Georgia Military College
Georgia State University 
Grand Canyon University
Mercer University – Department of Special 
Education
University of Georgia – Department of 
Special Education (Griffin)
University of Georgia – Department of 
Special Education (Athens)
University of West Georgia

Continual In-Kind  Service Providers
Chick-fil-A Towne Center
Country Fried Creative
E.E. Armored Protection
Ennis Exterminating

Partnerships

Before Reese started at 
JSS, she could barely 

talk, let alone speak 
to a stranger or greet 
someone.  She is now 

a social butterfly.  She 
greets and speaks to 

everyone she sees and 
loves to compliment 

people.  She is so 
happy being able to 

communicate and 
learn about all the 

differences in the world.

 Kim McDonald 
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Administrative Team 
Amy Murray, Executive Director
Danielle Clements, Principal
Amber Phillips, Assistant Principal
Lynda Price, Business Manager
Faith Anderson, Administrative Assistant

Instructional Support Team
Vicki Allen, Preschool and Pre-K
Lucy Barton, Primary
Leah Bear, Upper Collaborative
Joy Chapman, Primary
Debbie Clark, Upper School
Carly Gates, Elementary
Lisa Johnson, Upper School
Jamie Kitchens, Lower Collaborative
Heather Kontos, Physical Therapist 
Consultant 
Carol McLain, ATLAS
Tekela Walker, Elementary

Fine Arts
Misty Lackey, Therapeutic Art Instructor
Madison Smith, Music Therapist

Fundraising & Development
Krista Massey

Staff & Faculty
Speech and Language Team
Brooke Barnes, Speech/Language 
Pathologist
Payton Hoerner, Speech/Language 
Pathologist
Ellen Jeffers, Speech/Language 
Pathologist
Rhandi Finley, SLP Assistant
Alison Schmidt, SLP Assistant

Paraprofessionals
Briza Diaz
Elizabeth Duncan
Tasha Freeman
Gina Giles
Tammy Hollis
Teresa Horlacher
Stacey Kinney
Heather Kolb
Kimberly McDonald
Katherine Otwell
Lorraine Reid
Rashida Shamshad
Hailee Sieli
Christine Smith
Caroline Strickland
Sylvia Strickland

Team Assistants
Michael Crofton
Alex Goodman

The Joseph Sams School 
has changed our family’s life 
forever. When my daughter 
started, she had lost most of 
her ability to walk due to her 
condition.  Upon arriving to 
The Joseph Sams School, 
Jailynn has made many 
strides, from going from a 
wheelchair to a walker to 
walking on her own, not to 
mention her ability to walk 
up and down stairs with 
assistance.  Her personality 
has been elevated, and her 
confidence is through the 
roof!  We love the staff and 
appreciate all that they do as 
a unit! My baby felt welcomed 
from day one, and I’m so 
grateful my family has made 
the sacrifice for her to attend 
The Joseph Sams School.

Alicia Bryant 

JSS has given my family HOPE and PEACE… Hope in 
knowing they all are in this marathon with my family to 
continue to pour so much love and support into Nicholas.  
We have peace of mind knowing Nicholas is safe and 
happy.  He loves school; his energy is so good when we 
approach the drop-off line.

Lucretia Portwine 
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The Joseph Sams School  |  280 Brandywine Boulevard  |  Fayetteville, GA 30214
phone: 770-461-5894  |  fax: 770-461-5223  |  info@josephsamsschool.org
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