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EXPANDING  
Our Reach

ENRICHING
Their Lives



I wish the school could expand their reach and enrich more students’ lives. 
Sitara has made incredible progress verbally, mentally, and emotionally. 
The Joseph Sams School has given her the support and nurturing 
environment to gain confidence, independence, and the ability to 
communicate, from not being able to say ‘mom’ to finally telling me she 
loves me and saying her favorite word, ‘NO.’ Every child with special 
needs deserves to experience the difference this school makes.
~Maria Benns 
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The Joseph Sams School 
is a nonprofit organization 
dedicated to the education 
and life skills development of 
children and young adults who 
are intellectually, physically, or 
developmentally challenged. 

The Joseph Sams School opens 
a world of possibilities for our 
students and their families 
as they embark upon their 
educational journey.  It’s the 
collaboration among parents, 
students, staff, and volunteers 
that make what we do at JSS 
extraordinary.  

Our story is found by scanning 
the QR Code below.

The Joseph Sams School 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS



President’s  
LETTER

Expanding Our Reach, Enriching Their Lives
As we reflect on the past year, we are filled with gratitude—for you, our dedicated community of 
donors, families, and friends who make everything we do possible. Your generosity has fueled another 
year of growth, successful development, initiative, and joy at The Joseph Sams School. Together, we 
are truly expanding our reach and enriching their lives.

This year, we celebrated one full year of our Adult Day Program and welcomed more adults into 
the program, as well as welcomed a higher number of students into the school.  As we continue to 
celebrate the growth of students and adults into our programs, we are working to ensure that more 
children with special needs have access to the individualized education and care they deserve.  With 
your support, we continue to serve our students and adults through specialized education and life 
skills curriculum—helping them take meaningful steps toward independence and confidence.

The initiative shown by our teachers and staff has touched countless lives, giving students and 
adults with special needs new opportunities to connect, learn, and thrive both inside and beyond our 
classrooms.  There are BIG things on the horizon that will be shared in the coming year to expand our 
reach as a school and enrich the lives of the students and families we serve.

Your partnership continues to transform not only our school but the wider community. Every dollar 
you give, every hour you volunteer, every word of encouragement you share—it all builds a stronger 
foundation for our students to grow. Be on the lookout for future announcements regarding the 
school’s future and know that your continued support and generosity towards the school and its 
students is invaluable to reaching our future goals for a new campus.

As we look to the year ahead, we are inspired to do even more: to reach more families in need, to 
expand our specialized services, and to keep enriching the lives of every child who walks through our 
doors. With your continued support, we know these goals are within reach.

From all of us at The Joseph Sams School, thank you for believing in our mission and for standing 
beside us on this journey. Together, we are creating a world where every child’s abilities are 
celebrated and every potential is realized.

With heartfelt gratitude,

Dr. Zane Scarborough 
President of the Executive Committee of the JSS Board of Directors
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JSS has been a great help with building a great foundation for 3 of 
my grandchildren… My granddaughter, Na’Jay, is now attending 

regular kindergarten classes and can read at a second grade 
level and do math at a 1st grade level. The twins, A'Mon and 

A'Mir, are in their second year at JSS. Their speech and ability 
to focus and follow simple instructions have developed 

tremendously. Everyone can see the difference. Also, the love 
and support that The JSS team has given us… has been 

amazing and above and beyond… a real blessing…. We 
love JSS and the whole JSS team….. and forever grateful

~ Christine Hurston
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DIAGNOSES

55%
17%

12%

8%

8%

Autism Spectrum Disorder
Other Chromosome/Genetic Disorder
Cerebral Palsy
Developmental/Speech Delays
Down syndrome

SOURCES 
OF FUNDING

Grants/Foundation Support
Community Support 
Interest/Dividend Earnings
Fundraising
Tuition/Fees

3%
6%
12%
30%
49%

AGE
BIRTH - 5
6 - 11
12 17
18 - 22
22+
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Facts & FIGURES

15%

39%

9%

28%

9%

AREAS OF SPENDING
Program Services 
Management & General  
Fundraising

73%

18%
9%
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Preschool
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Elementary

Upper School

Collaborative 

The Hive  
Adult Program
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10

10

Caucasian

African 
American

Hispanic

Asian
Multi-racial
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Program 
HIGHLIGHT

What began as a vision to create a program with meaningful opportunities for adults after graduation has 
blossomed into a thriving community full of connection and purpose. 

Now in its second year, The Hive continues to grow, offering adult learners a place where they are valued, 
supported, and encouraged to reach their full potential. “We wanted our adults who needed a place to go 
to have somewhere they belonged,” shared Carol McLain, lead teacher of The Hive. “Everyone needs to feel 
needed and have a purpose.”

We feel so blessed that we found The Hive 
Program. Alexa loves to attend, and we have 
seen so many positive changes in her.  She is 
happy to arrive every morning, happy when 
I pick her up.  The activities and outings are 
so impressive. Thank you from the bottom 
of my heart for allowing Alexa to attend 
your amazing program.
~Taimie and Michael Hoffman

THE HIVE
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Each day at The Hive brings new opportunities to learn, give back, and connect. Adult learners volunteer, 
garden, and participate in recreational and social activities alongside peers from other adult programs. These 
experiences nurture confidence, independence, and friendships, while also giving the community a chance to 
see their talents and joy in action. Families and staff have seen remarkable growth. For example, participants 
speaking more, initiating conversations, and embracing each day with confidence and pride. As The Hive 
continues to expand its reach, it enriches not only the lives of those it serves but also those who are fortunate 
enough to be part of its journey. 

Our son Spencer started The Hive in July of this year. It has been a 
great experience for both him and our family. I can tell you that he 
loves coming here.   He checks the calendar that Ms. Carol sends 
out every day, and I know that he absolutely loves when they go 
out in the community.  He dresses himself and is ready to leave 
early every single day! 
My wife and I know that he is loved here.  We want to thank you 
from the bottom of our hearts for starting this wonderful program, 
and we look forward to many more years together on this journey.  
We love The Hive and all of our friends, and we know Spencer does 
as well.  And we hope that we all make many future friends too. 

~Les and Gina Martin
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My daughter Samantha, affectionately known at JSS 
as Sam, attended JSS for twenty years. Two decades. 
In that time, JSS became our extended family. With a 
staff that was always filled with love and compassion 
for my daughter, Sam thrived socially, emotionally, 
and physically during those years developing 
friendships, confidence, independence, and strength. 
Our entire family was heartbroken when Sam 
became an adult and had to leave JSS. It was like 
leaving home. Needless to say, we were thrilled 
when The Hive opened in 2024 and Sam was able to 
come back to her family, to come back home!

Sam knows she is home at The Hive. The Hive 
is filled with the same love and compassion that 
she once had to leave behind. She arrives every 
day knowing that she is among friends and with 
people (staff) that she trusts to take care of her. 
It is a wonderful feeling to be able to leave your 
adult child in an environment where you know 
their needs are being thoughtfully considered and 
met. The Hive offers so many opportunities for her 
to shine. Sam is a social butterfly and she loves to 
be on the go. The Hive is always going. The Hive 
offers Sam the opportunity to make new friends and 
spend time building those friendships through fun 
activities in the community together. She enjoys 
movies, swimming, shopping, and exploring new 
places with her friends. As a special needs adult, 
this is so important in her life to have the chance to 
meet new friends, participate, and have fun without 
Mom having to be there. As the parent of a special 
needs adult, I am thankful for The Hive because I 
know Sam will be safe and cared for on all of their 
adventures. I do not worry about her after I drop her 
off in the mornings. The staff is part of our family.

Participant  
SPOTLIGHT
SAMANTHA 

Sam has the opportunity to 
contribute to her community 
through volunteer work

Sam is proud of the work that she does and that she is 
able to help others. She gets to cook and make birthday 
cakes for the staff at JSS. One of her favorite things to do 
is sing Happy Birthday when they deliver the cake. The 
Hive gives her the opportunity to give back.

In a world where special needs children and adults 
get left behind, The Hive and JSS brings them to the 
forefront. Our family is blessed to be at the Hive and to 
have been at JSS for so many years. We have a peace 
of mind knowing that not only is Sam being cared for 
(physically), she is living life every day to the fullest. She 
is happy. Our family is happy and our hearts are full.
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ANNA
Anna has always loved school. School and the beach have been a toss-up for her favorite place. When 
graduation was on the horizon, we were a little panicked as to what we would do with Anna. Summers 
were already becoming a problem. She didn’t have her daily routine away from home. Even when we 
tried to give her structure each summer day, it just wasn’t the same. Anna didn’t want to be with mom or 
dad all day. She wanted her friends and school activities. Her behaviors got worse and she was just so 
unhappy in the summer. We were dreading graduation because now life would be like a long summer. 

The Hive has been a lifesaver. Not only for Anna, but also for our family. It has given Anna the 
structure she desperately needs as well as the social outlet that is so crucial and usually lacking with 
adults with special needs. Anna is so happy to go to school everyday. Her behaviors are much more 
positive when she has her program routine. This past summer, the first with the Hive, was her best 
summer in years. Our family just couldn’t get over how happy Anna was all summer 
long. She can now handle the 1-2 week breaks just fine, knowing 
that she gets to go back soon. We love how Anna 
gets to volunteer at several local charities. She 
also participates in many sports activities in 
the community like tennis, swimming, pickle 
ball, and kick ball to name a few. She goes 
out to lunch and to the movies, and she 
loves bowling. We joke that Anna is 
the most social of all her family. We 
are so very thankful for The Hive 
and The Joseph Sams School. Our 
sweet young adults now have a 
purpose and a place to be social.

Anna participates in 
many sports activities 
in the community like 
tennis, swimming, 
pickle ball, and kick 
ball to name a few. 
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Fundraising
EVENTS

Pickleball Event	 February 28, 2026

Race for a Reason	 March 21, 2026

Dinner Dance		  May 16, 2026

Clays for a Cause	 October 2, 2026 

tentative – see our website for updates

CLAYS FOR A CAUSE RACE FOR A REASON

DINNER DANCE

Our annual event plan appeals to a broad range 
of audiences and participants to raise money and 
awareness for The Joseph Sams School.
Our events include a 5K race, a Sporting Clay Tournament, a pickleball tournament and dinner and our largest 
and longest-running event, the Dinner Dance and Auction. Other ancillary events throughout the years are hosted 
by community members, businesses, civic groups, organizations, and individuals that also raise funds for The 
Joseph Sams School.
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OUR Annual CAMPAIGN

Your gift is more than a donation. It’s a way to 
shape the success stories of tomorrow. 

GIVE
to JSS

Every donation you make to The Joseph Sams School 
makes an impact on students and their families.
We rely heavily on the generous philanthropic support of our community from both businesses and individuals.  This 
report is the launch of the campaign as we diligently seek new sources for grants and gifts while paying close attention 
to our healthy list of past and current donors.  The unrestricted gifts that come through this campaign are critical to 
providing the funding necessary for our teachers to continue their life changing work.  The cost of generating funds 
through Our Annual Campaign is significantly less than the cost of events, making a donation to the campaign a great 
way to support our mission.  A strong commitment to good stewardship ensures that we remain fiscally healthy.  The 
success of Our Annual Campaign depends on donors such as you.

Each gift extends the impact of our programs, opening doors to new opportunities, deeper support, 
and brighter futures. Together, we are broadening possibilities and shaping lives in meaningful ways.

By donating, you help us:

+  Build innovative classrooms where learning comes to life.

+  Offer therapies that unlock potential and inspire confidence.

+  Provide scholarships that ensure every child has a chance to thrive.

Scan the QR Code

Mail back the included envelope 

Call the school

When you give, you help us expand our reach  
and enrich the lives of every student we serve.
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$3,100,000 
2.7 student-to-staff ratio

$25,000
Could purchase:

  Building/facility enhancements  

  Playground enhancements  

  �Consultative behavioral support services  
for classrooms

$15,000 
Could purchase: 

  �Technology enhancements 

  �Unique Learning System curriculum 

$10,000 
Could purchase: 

  �Retractable awning for adult program building 

  �Adaptive playground equipment 

  �Mobility equipment parts and accessories 

  �iPads for classrooms 

$5,000 

Could Purchase: 

  �Classroom furniture enhancements

  �New phone system with intercom

  �Gasoline for a year for the JSS bus 

  �Bus repairs and maintenance 

$2,500
Could purchase:  

  �Augmentative and alternative speech devices 

  �AbleSpace: IEP goal-tracking app 

  �Professional development for staff 

$1,000
Could purchase: 

  �Art supplies 

  �Adaptive PE equipment 

  �Music therapy supplies

$500 

Could purchase: 

  �Adaptive living supplies 

  �Fine Arts trip to Atlanta Symphony Orchestra 

  �Supplies for the sensory lending library 

  �Boardmaker annual subscription

$100 
Could purchase: 

  �PECS supplies 
(Picture Exchange Communication System)

  �Communication and instructional apps  
for iPad 

Wish LIST

The average day at The Joseph Sams School involves:
28 Pieces of standing & walking equipment 

33 Group therapy sessions 

125 Speech devices for facilitating verbal and non-verbal communication. 

11 Outside visiting therapists 
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Foundation SUPPORT

Pennies From Heaven

 $20,000 
St. Christopher’s Outreach Ministry

 $4,000

Speedway Children’s Charities

$3,000

Peachtree City Rotary Club

$1,000 

J.M. Huber

$25,000 

Lehigh Hansen/Heidelberg Materials

$5,000 

Bennett Thrasher

$25,000
Ten Thousand Reasons

$10,000

William and Sara Babb Smith Foundation

$20,000

GENERAL OPERATING

CAMP EXPERIENCE

ADULT DAY PROGRAM

PLAYGROUND RESURFACING 
& PROGRAMS

MOBILITY EQUIPMENT

SCHOLARSHIP Henry County students

SCHOLARSHIP

PLAYGROUND RESURFACING
JSS has truly enhanced 
our family’s life through 
the experiences that PJ has 
been able to be a part of 
throughout the school year. 
PJ’s exposure to weekly 
vocational activities and 
the increased opportunities 
for self-advocacy have truly 
been a blessing to us!

~Keisha and Jerome Perrien

Clothes Less Traveled

$8,870
Coweta Fayette EMC

$5,000
The Ekkebus Family Foundation	

 $20,000 
Fayette Civitan Club

$3,000

After just two months at JSS, we’ve noticed a major 
shift in son’s quality of life: his ability to enjoy 
and tolerate family outings and more clearly 
communicate without frustration.  We’re beyond 
grateful for the opportunity to be here.”

~ Nikki and Matthew Hammock 
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Did you know you can choose 
where your tax dollars go?
It is your choice. You can send your money to the State at the tax deadline, 
or you can move your money into this scholarship fund to help The Joseph 
Sams School children reach their fullest potential. It is just that simple…

It is exceedingly rare that you have the opportunity to give without having 
to donate any of your own money.  The Georgia Educational Tax Credit 
makes this possible! Georgia’s independent school tax credit scholarship 
program allows you to tell the state how you want a portion of your tax 
dollars spent.  It costs you nothing, but it has a significant impact on 
our students. It ensures that families can access therapies and services 
that they so desperately need. This program offers a unique opportunity 
for you or your company to redirect your tax dollars to provide tuition 
assistance to JSS students.

JSS partners with the Apogee Scholarship Fund, a Georgia registered SSO 
(Student Scholarship Organization) administering the tax credit program.

Go to www.apogee123.org and select the “go paperless” link.

APOGEE DONORS 2025
Annex Freight Systems, LLC
Aqua Enterprises, Inc.
Chris and Lori Barnett
Katrina Bradbury
John Bradbury
Brian and Michelle Bragassa
DK Engine Parts, LLC
Earthscape Designs, Inc.
Michael and Diana Ferrante
Jay and Cathy Fralish
Gary and Michelle Fulmer
Jeff and Bonnie Giglio
David and Paula Goodman
Hudland Holdings, LLC
Christopher Ferrante  
and Claire Krebs
Julie Matulia
Brock and Whitney Morman
Luke and Ellen Nichol
Dallas and Ashley Olson
Brandon and Kat Pendergraft
Jim and Marie Sams
William and Dana Sams
Ralph Small III
John and Lisa Sower
SRC Ventures, LLC
TBS Business Services
The Harbin Agency, Inc.
Alison Williamson

Georgia 
Tax Credit  
SCHOLARSHIP

What we love is the coherent social community 
at the whole school.  It is an effort out and very 
appreciated by my son, who needs more and 
more social bonds outside his family as he 
becomes a teenager, and this is very difficult 
to find for him.  He has so many meaningful, 
playful, and caring people to connect to 
and know over time.

~ Ginny Rand  
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SCHOLARSHIP GIVING SOCIETIES
Although scholarship donations are made at various times throughout the year, 
The Circle of Hope members continue to provide a significant percentage of 
our needs-based scholarship. The Circle of Hope is a Giving Society that the 
organization created in 2008 to help ensure funding was available to award 
scholarships to students whose families qualified for needs-based financial 
assistance with their annual tuition. 

To qualify for The Circle of Hope, members give $1000 or more in a cash donation 
during the year. Friends of the Circle of Hope are those who are donors who 
give less than $1000 a year. These two giving societies combined have provided 
more than $2 million in scholarship funding and more than five hundred and 
fifty scholarships to JSS students and families since its inception. Our Circle of 
Hope members have grown to an extraordinary group of benefactors and their 
contributions are met with the upmost appreciation and admiration. 

2025 CIRCLE OF HOPE DONORS
Dr. David Arnall
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Beaumont
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Blackstock
Ms. Angela Blank
Mr. and Ms.  Brad Marsh 
and Betty Obenshain
Ms. Chrisine Burns-Fazzi
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Caldwell
Mr. and Mrs. Regis Carr
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Carroll
Mr. and Mrs. Derek Chapman
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Chustz
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Colson
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Coppolino
Mr. Michael Crofton
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Crofton
Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Dixon
Mr. and Mrs. Greg Eidson
Dr. and Mrs. Bennie Evans
Dr. and Mrs. Trevor Feinstein
Mr. and Mrs. Danny Ferrell
Dr. and Mrs. Gordon Fleming
Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy Franklin
Mr. Joseph Franklin
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Gallacher

Mr. and Mrs. Scott Gammill
Mr. Eric Gerber
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Gilbert
Dr. and Mrs. David Goodman
Ms. Dorothy Grayson
Mr. and Mrs. David Gulick
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Haase
Mr. and Mrs. Mickey Harp
Mr. and Mrs. Jefferson Holt
Mr. Chris Holton
Mr. and Mrs. Will Jeffcoat
John Bynum Custom Homes LLC  
Ms. Lori Johnson
Mr. and Dr. Andy Killebrew
Mr. and Mrs. Christian Lauter
Mr. and Mrs. Byron Littlefield
Mrs. Alice Mallory
Dr. Charlotte Grayson 
and Marcal Lazenby
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Meagher
Ms. Suzanne Memmer
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Miller
Mr. Buck Murphy
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Murray
Mr. and Mrs. Lucas Nichol

Dr. and Mrs. Michael Obenshain
Mr. and Mrs. Randall Olmstead
Mr. and Mrs. Dallas Olson
Ms. Cheryl Parellada
Mrs. Pam Pendergraft
Ms. Kaye Pendley
Mr. and Mrs. Charles and 
Sharlene Peters
Mr. and Mrs. DeVaughn Pettit
Mr. and Mrs. Nathan Porter
Mrs. Jennifer Pritchett
Drs. Rod and Tina Robinson
Mr. and Mrs. Fletcher Sams
Dr. and Mrs. Jim Sams
Dr. and Mrs. Zane Scarborough
Ms. Natalie Springfield
SRC Ventures LLC
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Strack
Mr. and Mrs. Tommy Suggs
Ms. LeAnn Swanson
Mrs. Alice Todd
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Turner
Dr. and Mrs. Christopher Walsh
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Wehr
Ms. Carly Williams

Circle OF HOPE

“It goes without saying, JSS has been a blessing not only to the growth and 
development of my son Eden, but a peace of mind and education for our entire family.
~Neal Ghant and Regina Peterson
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($100 to $499)
Ms. Robyn Adams
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Alford
Ms. Crystal Anderson
Mr. Lawrence Anderson
Arch Advisory Group
Ms. Anna Arnall
Ms. Sue Arnall
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Arrington
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Bagiatis
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Bailey
Mr. and Mrs. Brandon Barnard
Ms. Sara Barnett
Mr. George Barron
Mr. C. Andrew Bell
Mr. Shawn Bennett
Mr. and Mrs. Rene Bidez
Mr. Todd Bigham
Mr. Christopher Blackeby
Blackjack Paving
Mr. James Bledsoe
Ms. Jatana Bremet
Mr. and Mrs. Corey Brooks
Mr. Timothy Brunelle
Mr. Michael Bugden
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Bundrage
Ms. Nicole Caldwell
Mr. Bob Cameron
Ms. Renee Campisi
Mr. Randy Cash
Ms. Judy Chastain
Ms. Gretchen Clavell
Mr. Adam Clay
Mr. and Mrs. Matt Clements
Ms. Vija Cole
Computershare Inc.
Mr. Jay Conner
Ms. Meredith Copley
Ms. Kelly Covey
Mr. and Mrs. Bryce Crawford
Mr. Will Crouch
Mr. Duane Davis
Ms. Sylvia Davis
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Distel
Mr. Tony Dodd
Ms. Lynn Douglass
Mr. Gene Drake
Mr. and Mrs. Reagan Drake
Ms. Dawn Embers
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Faircloth
Fieldstone Association Mgmt.
Mr. Chris Fimmen
Mr. and Mrs. George Finly
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Floyd

Ms. Janice Folsom
Mr. and Mrs. Ryan Frisch
Mr. Charles Fryberger
Ms. Kimberly Gaddis
GeoCon Surveying Inc.
Georgia's Own Credit Union
Mrs. Phyllis Goodman
Mr. Zack Gradwell
Mr. John Greer
Mr. Jethro Gregory
Ms. Jessica Gribben
Mr. Allen Groth
Ms. Lori Harris
Mr. Jeff Heath
Horsemans Quarter Horse Association
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Huddleston
Mr. Mel Husney
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Jeffers
Ms. LaTanya Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas Kaigler
Kares 4 Kids Partners Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Jere Key
Knights of Columbus Charities of Georgia Inc.
Ms. Michele Kornacki
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Krebs
Kroger
Ms. Lena Lawson
Mr. and Mrs. Byron Littlefield
Mr. Bobby Lumpkin
Ms. Jennifer Marden
Mr. and Mrs. Matt Marden
Mr. and Mrs. Roger Marietta
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Jarrett Martin
Mr. Danny McCranie
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel McDonald
Mr. James Mikell
Mr. and Mrs. Brandon Miller
Mr. John Miller
Mrs. Penny Miller
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Moore
Mr. Brian Morgan
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Morin
Mr. and Mrs. John Morris
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Morris. Jr.
Ms. Emma Murray
Murray Investigative Services LLC
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Musgrove
Mr. Michael Nadolski
Mr. Steven Neill
Mr. and Mrs. Colton Nielsen
Mr. and Mrs. Billy Odom
Mr. and Mrs. Terrell David O'Rear

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Osburn
Mr. Thomas Partin
Mr. Chris Pearson
Mr. and Mrs. David Phillips
Ms. Cyndi Plunkett
Mr. Josh Pollard
Mr. Adam Pollock
Ms. Lucretia Portwine
Mr. Ryan Pottruff
Mr. Bill Puckett
Mr. and Mrs. Kirk Quinn
Ms. Dorothy Randall
Mr. and Mrs. Jamey Raymond
Mr. James Reese
Ms. Laura Richardson
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Rogers
Roofing Done Wright
Ms. Simone Rozier
Mr. Noel Salvanera
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Sams, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Sandager
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Saul
Schnabel Engineering LLC
Ms. Courtney Schneider
Mr. and Mrs. Carson Sears
Ms. Mona Smiley
Mr. and Mrs. Kirk Smith
Southern Crescent Civitan Club #4223
Dr. and Mr. Nicole Sroka  
and Jason Maveragames
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Stephens
Mr. Devin Sutaria
Mr. and Mrs. Kyle Thomas
Mr. Justin Thompson
Ms. Reyna Trejo-Valdez
Trustee Drugs Inc.
Ms. Leslie Wacker
Ms. Tammy Weaver
Mr. and Mrs. Glen Webber
Ms. Kimberly Williams
Ms. Sandra Williamson
Mr. Doug Wood
Mr. Evan Woolridge
Mr. Michael Wright
Mr. Craig Yarborough
Mr. and Mrs. Phillip Zook

Donors
Donors by Giving Level from 07/01/2024 to 06/30/2025
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Mr. and Mrs. Michael Osburn
Mr. Thomas Partin
Mr. Chris Pearson
Mr. and Mrs. David Phillips
Ms. Cyndi Plunkett
Mr. Josh Pollard
Mr. Adam Pollock
Ms. Lucretia Portwine
Mr. Ryan Pottruff
Mr. Bill Puckett
Mr. and Mrs. Kirk Quinn
Ms. Dorothy Randall
Mr. and Mrs. Jamey Raymond
Mr. James Reese
Ms. Laura Richardson
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Rogers
Roofing Done Wright
Ms. Simone Rozier
Mr. Noel Salvanera
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Sams, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Sandager
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Saul
Schnabel Engineering LLC
Ms. Courtney Schneider
Mr. and Mrs. Carson Sears
Ms. Mona Smiley
Mr. and Mrs. Kirk Smith
Southern Crescent Civitan Club #4223
Dr. and Mr. Nicole Sroka  
and Jason Maveragames
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Stephens
Mr. Devin Sutaria
Mr. and Mrs. Kyle Thomas
Mr. Justin Thompson
Ms. Reyna Trejo-Valdez
Trustee Drugs Inc.
Ms. Leslie Wacker
Ms. Tammy Weaver
Mr. and Mrs. Glen Webber
Ms. Kimberly Williams
Ms. Sandra Williamson
Mr. Doug Wood
Mr. Evan Woolridge
Mr. Michael Wright
Mr. Craig Yarborough
Mr. and Mrs. Phillip Zook

($500 to $999)
Mr. and Mrs. Rod Attaway
Bank of America Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Jason Banks
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Batcho
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Berschinski
Mr. Jay Boren
Mr. and Mrs. J.H. Brannon
Ms. Cheryl Buehn
Mr. Darrell Bunn
Ms. Starr Byrne
C. Ron Smith Attorney at Law LLC
Mr. Jared Cardwell
Chapman Drug Company Inc.
Ms. Joanne Christian
Ms. Andi Christopher
Mr. and Mrs. Travis Cliett
Mr. Ted Colbert
Mr. Kenneth Collins
Cooper Lighting Solutions
Cornerstone Commercial Mortgages
Coweta County Water & Sewerage Authority
Mr. J. Steve Crouch
Mr. and Mrs. John Cunningham
Dr. and Mrs. Alben Curtis
Mr. Tony Davis
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Dixon
Dobbs Equipment
Ennis Exterminating
Dr. and Mrs. Bennie Evans
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Fletcher
Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas Fouts
Ms. Tricia Freeman

When Reese first started at JSS, she was very quiet 
and did not know how to communicate with others. 
After years of work and gaining confidence, she 
talks to everyone.  She’s a social butterfly.”  .

~Kim McDonald 

Mr. and Mrs. Mike Geeslin
Mr. John Gray
Mr. and Mrs. Allen Harp
Hayes Pipe Supply Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Terry Holland
Ms. Karen Jackson
Mr. and Mrs. Oliver Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Johnson
Knights of Columbus Council #11458
Lawson, Beck & Sandlin LLC
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Lewis
Mr. and Mrs. Robert McIntire
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Barnett
Peachtree City Flash Youth Track
Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Pendley
Mr. and Mrs. Andy Petersen
Ms. Janel Pittman
Ms. Victoria Poe
Mr. Charlie Prince
Ms. Virginia Rand
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Rolader
Mr. and Mrs. Fletch Sams
Ms. Catherine Sanderson
Mr. Kirk Simonian
Mr. and Mrs. Allen Thames
Ms. Cathy Troope
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Tyre
Mr. and Mrs. Erik Waterman
Dr. and Mrs. Bryan Woods
Mr. Jason Woods
Ms. Jessica Zeigler

Joseph Sams School 
has truly expanded 
our reach and enriched 
our lives. They’ve 
helped Nicholas 
discover his strengths, 
build confidence, 
and experience joy in 
learning.

~Lucretia Portwine
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($1,000 to $4,999)
Advanced Trenchless Solutions LLC
Ms. Faith Anderson
Arbor Valley
Mr. and Mrs. Burt Bailey
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Bankston
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Beaumont
Ms. Angela Blank
Brad Marsh and Betty Obenshain
Ms. Katrina Bradbury
Mr. John Bradbury III
Brasfield and Gorrie
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Burns
Ms. Chrisine Burns-Fazzi
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Caldwell
Mr. and Mrs. Regis Carr
Carr, Riggs and Ingram
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Carroll
Central Atlanta Tractor Sales
Mr. and Mrs. Derek Chapman
Chatfield Contracting Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Cheely
Chestatee Industrial Contractor LLC
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Chustz
Dr. and Mrs. Frank Cole
Complete Sitework Services LLC
Ms. Candice Comstock
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Coppolino
Cowin Equipment Company Inc.
Mr. Michael Crofton
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Crofton
Mr. and Mrs. Randy Davidson
Dennis Taylor and Company Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Dixon
Mr. and Mrs. Jeremy Dixon
EC & AL Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Everest
Fayette County Civitan Club
Dr. and Mrs. Trevor Feinstein
Mr. Michael Ferrante
Mr. and Mrs. Danny Ferrell
First Peoples Bank
First Presbyterian Church
Dr. and Mrs. Gordon Fleming
Ms. Cathy Fralish
Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy Franklin
Mr. Joseph Franklin
Mr. Gary Fulmer
Mr. Paul Gable
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Gammill
Georgia Independent Sprinkler
Mr. Eric Gerber
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Giglio

Goodman Construction Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Greg Goss
Ms. Dorothy Grayson
Mr. and Mrs. David Gulick
Mr. Steven Hale
Mr. and Mrs. Mickey Harp
Mr. and Mrs. Greg Harrell
Heath & Lineback Engineers Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Heick
Heidelberg Materials
Highway Materials Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Jefferson Holt
Mr. Chris Holton
Ms. Janelle Holton
Ms. Sandra Horning
Ms. Anne Huddleston
Jason Mask and Company Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Will Jeffcoat
John Bynum Custom Homes LLC
Ms. Lori Johnson
Dr. and Mrs. Doug Kallis
Mr. and Mrs. Keith Keroack
Knights of Columbus Holy Trinity Council #8081
Christopher Ferrante and Claire Krebs
Mr. and Mrs. Christian Lauter
Lehigh Hanson Materials South LLC
Mr. and Mrs. Doug Lyon
Mrs. Alice Mallory
Ms. Julie Matulia
Mr. and Mrs. Jim McCarten
Mrs. Rita McElwaney
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Meagher
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Meissen
Meriwether Site Solutions Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Roger Milam
Mr. and Mrs. Keith Miller
Dr. Christiana Muntzel
Mr. Buck Murphy
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Murray
Ms. Lois Musgrove
National Concrete Construction Co. LLC
Mr. David Nelms
Newnan Utilities
North Georgia Pipeline Inc.
Dr. and Mrs. Michael Obenshain
Mr. and Mrs. David Ogle
Mr. and Mrs. Randall Olmstead
Pace Lynch Corporation
Ms. Cheryl Parellada
Mrs. Pam Pendergraft
Ms. Kaye Pendley
Charles and Sharlene Peters

Mr. and Mrs. Nathan Porter
Precision Blasting LLC
Progressive Lighting
RDJE Inc.
Renasant Bank
Reynolds-Warren Equipment
Ritchie Bros. Auctioneers Inc.
Rotary Club of Peachtree City
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Rozeman
Saint Christopher Outreach Ministry
Dr. and Mrs. Zane Scarborough
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Schwab
Mr. Michael Seal
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Shafer
Mr. and Mrs. Roger Shealy
Mr. and Mrs. Emery Sheffield
Site Mix
Mr.  Ralph Small III
Mr. Chad Smith
Mr. Louis Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Wiley & Christeen Snell
Mr. John Sower
Ms. Natalie Springfield
Stone Equipment Company
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Strack
Mr. and Mrs. Tommy Suggs
Ms. LeAnn Swanson
Synovus Bank of North Georgia
TBS Business Services Inc.
The Erosion Company Inc.
Tidal Wave
Mrs. Alice Todd
Tractor & Equipment Company
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Turner
TW Brown Contracting LLC
United Contractor Services
Varium Construction Group VCG
Ms. Lisa Volmar
Wade Law Offices
Walker Concrete Company LLC
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Wallace
Dr. and Mrs. Christopher Walsh
Mr. and Mrs. Allan Watts
Waverly Advisors LLC
Wayne Davis Concrete
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Weitzel
WF Ingram Family Foundation
Ms. Carly Williams
Williams Auto Service Inc.
 Alison Williamson
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Worrell
Wright's Hydroseeding
Ms. Mio Yanagisawa

Donors
Donors by Giving Level from 07/01/2024 to 06/30/2025

20  2025 Annual Report  + Wish List



(5,000-9,999)
B2 Contracting Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Chris Barnett

Blalock Heating and Air

Brent Holdings LLC

Clothes Less Traveled

Mr. and Mrs. Scott Colson

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Coppolino

Dearth Law

Delta Air Lines Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Morris Dodd

Earthscape Designs Inc. 

Mr. and Mrs. Greg Eidson

Mr. and Mrs. Steven Ellis

F.S. Scarbrough LLC

First Georgia Physician Group LLC

Mr. and Mrs. Alan Gilbert

Dr. Sally Goza

Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Haase

Harbinger Marketing

Mr. and Mrs. Brandon Harp

Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Hillis

Ms. Jennifer Jackson

Javara Research

Mr. and Dr. Andy Killebrew

Dr. Charlotte Grayson  

and Marcal Lazenby

Mr. Jacob McKelvey

Mr. and Mrs. Brock Morman

Morman Business Services

New South Construction

Mr. and Mrs. Brandon Pendergraft

Piedmont Fayette Hospital

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Porter

Mrs. Jennifer Pritchett

Drs. Rod and Tina Robinson

Mr. and Mrs. Fletcher Sams

Scarbrough Paving LLC

Speedway Children's Charity

Upchurch Brothers Property Group

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Wehr

Mr. and Mrs. John Wilker

($10,000 and Above)
Annex Freight Systems LLC

Aqua Enterprises Inc. 

Dr. David Arnall

Bennett Thrasher LLC

Mr. and Mrs. Scott Blackstock

Brent Scarbrough and Company

Brian F. Bragassa, DMD LLC

Mr. Richard Cassell

Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy Collins

Concrete Supply Company Inc.

Coweta Fayette EMC

DK Engine Parts LLC

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Gallacher

Nancy Jaworski and George  
Von Walthausen

Dr. and Mrs. David Goodman

Harbin Insurance/Michael  
& Caylor Harbin

Hudland Holdings LLC

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Jerrell

Mr. and Mrs. Ennis Laney

Ms. Suzanne Memmer

Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Miller

Mr. and Mrs. Lucas Nichol

North Georgia Concrete Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Dallas Olson

Mr. and Mrs. Jason Pace

Pennies from Heaven Foundation Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. DeVaughn Pettit

Piedmont Oncology

Presley Electric Company

QTS Data Centers

Dr. and Mrs. Jim Sams

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Saracino

SRC Ventures LLC

Mr. Michael Stille

Strack Inc.

Ten Thousand Reasons Inc.

The Women's Specialists of Fayette

Mr. and Mrs. Steve Tibbetts

C. Ashley and Dee Ann Turner

Ms. Debra Walker

Mr. and Mrs. Colie Whitaker

Mr. and Mrs. Nathan Porter
Precision Blasting LLC
Progressive Lighting
RDJE Inc.
Renasant Bank
Reynolds-Warren Equipment
Ritchie Bros. Auctioneers Inc.
Rotary Club of Peachtree City
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Rozeman
Saint Christopher Outreach Ministry
Dr. and Mrs. Zane Scarborough
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Schwab
Mr. Michael Seal
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Shafer
Mr. and Mrs. Roger Shealy
Mr. and Mrs. Emery Sheffield
Site Mix
Mr.  Ralph Small III
Mr. Chad Smith
Mr. Louis Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Wiley & Christeen Snell
Mr. John Sower
Ms. Natalie Springfield
Stone Equipment Company
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Strack
Mr. and Mrs. Tommy Suggs
Ms. LeAnn Swanson
Synovus Bank of North Georgia
TBS Business Services Inc.
The Erosion Company Inc.
Tidal Wave
Mrs. Alice Todd
Tractor & Equipment Company
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Turner
TW Brown Contracting LLC
United Contractor Services
Varium Construction Group VCG
Ms. Lisa Volmar
Wade Law Offices
Walker Concrete Company LLC
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Wallace
Dr. and Mrs. Christopher Walsh
Mr. and Mrs. Allan Watts
Waverly Advisors LLC
Wayne Davis Concrete
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Weitzel
WF Ingram Family Foundation
Ms. Carly Williams
Williams Auto Service Inc.
 Alison Williamson
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Worrell
Wright's Hydroseeding
Ms. Mio Yanagisawa

The Joseph Sams School and 
families have been able to 
offer a secure and meaningful 
learning environment for 
us.  My child has thrived 
since starting school at 
JSS.  She has grown from a 
timid toddler to a confident 
and social toddler.  We are 
grateful for the opportunities 
that the school has granted 
us as a family and look 
forward to a brighter future 
full of more learning and 
growth.  Thank you, JSS 
family.

~Velea Montenegro
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PARTNERSHIPS
ABAdvantage LLC 
ABA Centers of Georgia
Apogee Scholarship Fund
Army Aviation Heritage Foundation
Atlanta Speedway Children’s Charities
Atlanta Symphony Orchestra
Becky Hawkins
Bloom Closet
Cam and Madi’s Promise
Camp Twin Lakes
CAREing Paws
Chick-fil-A Towne Center
Chick-fil-A Starr’s Mill
City of Fayetteville Police and Fire Departments
Clothes Less Traveled Thrift Shop
Community Corp of Peachtree City Rotary
Concordia Nursing and Rehabilitation Center
Exceptional Ops
Fayette County Chamber of Commerce
Fayette County Civitan Club
Fayette County Department of Exceptional 
Children’s Services

Fayette County Library
Fayette County Parks & Recreation – 
Special Olympics
Fayette FACTOR
Fayetteville First United Methodist Church
First Georgia Physician Group
Flat Creek Ladies Golf Association
FOCUS
Hands on Healing
Harbinger Marketing
Hope Memory Center
Inman Methodist Church
Interactive Children’s Therapy
Kare4Kids
Keller Williams Atlanta Partners-KW Cares
Kiwanis Club of Peachtree City
Knights of Columbus
Kroger
Kyo Autism Therapy
Landmark Christian School 
Midwest Food Bank
Minuteman Press - Fayetteville

Partnerships/  
VOLUNTEERS

MOVE International
Old Navy – Fayetteville
One Church
Parent to Parent of Georgia
Partner’s Pizza
Peachtree City Library
Peachtree City Rotary Club
Piedmont Fayette Hospital
Pinecrest Church
Publix
Real Life Center
Rene Victor Bidez Photography
Rifton
Southern Crescent Civitan
Southside ABA
Southside Support 
Special Pops Tennis Academy
St. Christopher’s Outreach Ministry
Tidal Wave Auto Spa
Trilith
Truett’s Luau Chick-fil-A

PROGRAM VOLUNTEERS 
Morgan Blackmon
Chloe Bermudez
Aaron Johnson
Gladys Portwine
Stephanie Powell

CONTINUAL IN-KIND SERVICE PROVIDERS
Bob Cross
Country Fried Creative
E.E. Armored Protection
Ennis Exterminating

COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY AFFILIATIONS
Point University
Clayton State University
Georgia College and State University
Georgia Military College
Georgia State University 
Grand Canyon University
Mercer University – Department of Special Education
University of Georgia – Department of Special Education (Griffin)
University of Georgia – Department of Special Education (Athens)
University of West Georgia
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ADMINISTRATIVE TEAM	
Amy Murray, Executive Director
Danielle Clements, Principal
Amber Phillips, Assistant Principal
Penny Miller, Business Manager
Leah Holder, Administrative Assistant

INSTRUCTIONAL SUPPORT TEAM
Lucy Barton, PreK
Leah Bear, Upper Collaborative
Joy Chapman, Primary
Debbie Clark, Primary
Nicole Frazer, Preschool
Carly Gates, Elementary
Allie Hunt, ATLAS
Stacey Kinney, Upper School
Heather Kontos, Physical Therapist 
Carol McLain, The Hive
Anna Prather, Lower Collaborative
Hannah Smith, Upper School
Sylvia Strickland, Elementary

FINE ARTS
Misty Lackey, Therapeutic Art Instructor
Anna Claire Lett, Music Therapist

FUNDRAISING & DEVELOPMENT
Danny McCranie, Development Director

SPEECH AND LANGUAGE TEAM
Payton Hoerner, Speech/Language Pathologist
Katy Hoyos, Speech/Language Pathologist
Ellen Jeffers, Speech/Language Pathologist
Jenna Landgren, Speech/Language Pathologist
Elizabeth Duncan, SLP Assistant
Alison Schmidt, SLP Assistant

TEAM ASSISTANTS
Michael Crofton
Alex Goodman

Staff &  
FACULTY

PARAPROFESSIONALS
Autumn Benton
Madeleine Ballay
Matthew Cote
Lekeshia Diarra
Brenna Ellis
Jasmine Hughey
Tammy Hollis
Chelene Johnson
Kim McDonald
Meghan McCreery
Hannah McKinney
Leslie Manlipig
Grace Miller
Maggie Ragsdale
Sue Robinson
Joshua Sellers
Alexis Stewart
Payton Thompson
Kelly White
Karla Wolfork
Anna Woodham

JSS has truly enriched our lives by expanding our 
son’s reach beyond what we thought possible. His 
tremendous progress in speech, academics, and 
independently hitting the majority of his goals to 
date is proof that their personalized approach works.  
As a result of the progress made by our son at JSS, 
our family can enjoy public outings comfortably 
without our son throwing a tantrum or being 
extremely restless.  We are extremely grateful 
to JSS and the dedicated staff for all they do.

~Muriam Baptiste
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The Joseph Sams School  |  280 Brandywine Boulevard  |  Fayetteville, GA 30214
phone: 770-461-5894  |  fax: 770-461-5223  |  info@josephsamsschool.org

josephsamsschool.org

@thejosephsamsschool @JosephSamsSchool @JSS1984

GIVE
to JSS

Jonah came to JSS nonverbal. Now he is talking so much 
and learning more and more every day.  Thank you so 
much for being so patient with my child.

~Kylaih Gaston 


